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By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

The conversion of Bald Head Is-
land’s ferry system to a transporta-
tion authority would be a fundamen-
tal change, but one that could ensure 
the long-term viability of the system 
with public oversight, the head of the 
development company said.

Precipitated in part by the need to 
settle the estate of the late developer 
George Mitchell, creation of a ferry 
authority would move about $40-mil-
lion in assets to an independent agen-
cy governed by an 11-member board 
with local and state members, said 

Chad Paul, CEO of Bald Head Island 
Limited.

State Sen. Bill Rabon’s SB 391 would 
set up a governing unit and help con-
vert Bald Head Island Limited’s ferry, 
barge, parking and terminal assets on 
both sides of the Cape Fear River to 
a state-backed authority like the ones 
that manage airports and ports, Paul 
told a standing-room-only crowd on 
April 6.

Bald Head Island Limited’s trans-
portation division moved 300,000 
passengers and made 800 barge runs 
last year, but has no real long-term 
plan, Paul said. As Bald Head Island 

See Ferry, page 18A

Opioid addiction a ‘cul-de-sac issue’
Don Flattery: My son had all of life’s and God’s blessings

Staff photo by Renee Spencer

Though he’s only been a Brunswick 
County resident for about one month, 
Don Flattery has pledged to help ight 
the area’s growing opioid epidemic.

By Renee Spencer
Staff Writer

When many think of opioid addicts, they 
often picture people in a back alley injecting 
heroin into their veins. 

But Don Flattery says that stereotype is 
misleading. Heroin and synthetic opioid 
drugs are no longer a “back alley issue.”

“Now, it’s a cul-de-sac issue. It’s arrived in 
cul-de-sacs in middle-class communities all 
across the country,” he explained.

That’s something he understands all too 
well. His son Kevin died of a opioid-drug 
overdose at just 26 years old.

Addiction hits home
“My son had all of life’s and God’s bless-

ings,” Flattery recalled. 
Kevin grew up on a suburban cul-de-sac 

in the fairly afluent suburbs of Washington, 
D.C., and attended private Catholic schools. 
An altar server in his church, he was an excel-
lent student and a varsity hockey player.

“He excelled at everything that he did,” 
Flattery said of his son.

Kevin attended the University of Virginia, 
where he was a member of a fraternity, and 
he soon discovered he was a talented ilm-
maker. He was selected as the university’s 
representative at the Toronto International 
Film Festival.

Kevin graduated in 2010 and relocated to 
Hollywood to pursue his ilm career.

That’s where he was irst introduced to opi-
oid drugs. 

“He was working in a series of high-pres-
sure jobs doing editing, mostly for commer-
cials,” Flattery explained. “It was a training 
ground. You don’t just jump right into doing 
major motion pictures.”

To cope with the long hours and stress, 
Kevin began self-medicating with the popular 
prescription pain-killer OxyContin.

“We were getting him help with a therapist 
out there to treat his anxiety and depres-
sion,” Flattery said. “But unbeknownst to that 
therapist–and to us—he was augmenting and 
self-medicating with OxyContin.”

At the time, Kevin was living in Venice, Cal-
ifornia, and OxyContin was accessible. Even-

See Flattery, page 7A
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Dignitaries helped serve 
the giant cake resem-
bling the lighthouse at 
the 200th anniversary 
of Old Baldy on Satur-
day. They were (from 
left) Bald Head Island 
Mayor Andy Sayre, 
Brunswick County com-
missioner Pat Sykes, 
U.S. Rep. David Rouzer, 
state Senate President 
Pro-Tem Phil Berger, 
Bill Price with Sons of 
the American Revolu-
tion, Old Baldy Foun-
dation director Chris 
Webb, state Sen. Bill 
Rabon and Bald Head 
Island Limited CEO 
Chad Paul. More on the 
celebration on page 8A.

Old Baldy celebrates 200th birthday

Bay Street
to receive
quick ix

Southport

Council votes 4-1 to move ahead

with engineering, reconstruction

Oak Island

Pier contract 
is approved

Ferry system conversion
moves $40M in assets

Bald Head Island

Some-bunny loves me

Photo by Renee Spencer

Kids enjoyed the opportunity to snuggle with the Easter Bunny after hunting for eggs at Bill 
Smith Park on Saturday morning. Oak Island Parks and Recreation sponsored the event.

By Renee Spencer
Staff Writer

Travelers along West Bay 
Street toward the Southport 
Yacht Basin will soon see some 
improvement in the road’s con-
dition. 

The board of aldermen last 
Thursday unanimously ap-
proved a budget amendment 
for $9,233 to install gravel in 
the area of 317 West Bay Street. 
This will be a temporary solution 
to the looding that occurs there 
and patch holes where the pave-
ment has eroded. 

The board asked staff to make 
the temporary ix during its spe-
cial meeting on April 3.

The total cost for the project 
is $9,233, with money coming 
from the general fund.

Alderman Jim Powell asked 
the board to approve the amend-
ment.

“This material can be used to 
raise the road and get those cars 
up and out of the water until we 
get a chance to repair it,” Powell 
said. “At the end of the project, 
this material can be picked up 
and used somewhere else; it’s not 
wasted.”

Powell noted that the ix 
needed to be done before tour-
ist season begins. He then made 
a motion to approve the budget 
amendment, with alderman Rick 
Pukenas seconding. It was ap-
proved on a 5-0 vote. Alderman 
Nelson Adams was not present at 
the meeting.

Crews are expected to begin 
working on a permanent solution 
to improve drainage along Bay 
Street in May, with the project to 

See Bay Street, page 10A
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Tourist season in full swing 

Large crowds at festival
By Sarah Shew Wilson

Staff Writer

The tourist season is in full swing in the Southport-Oak Island 
community, thanks in large part to the great weather and festival 
fun during Easter weekend, the traditional season kickoff.

Southport’s annual Spring Festival, held Friday and Saturday in 
Franklin Square Park, drew its largest crowd ever, according to or-
ganizers.

Downtown Southport Inc. president Peggy Popelars reported that 
between 15,000 and 18,000 people visited this year’s festival, which 
featured 173 vendors, enjoyable activities for children and a variety 

See Festival, page 14A

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Oak Island Town Council in-
structed staff Tuesday to move 
ahead with a $163,250 contract 
for engineering and inspection 
services for reconstruction of 
Oak Island Pier. Town leaders 
expect the cost of construction to 
exceed $1-million.

There are a few details about 
insurance and liability to work 
out in the inal contract, said 
town attorney Brian Edes. Mayor 
Cin Brochure urged council to 
at least tentatively approve the 
contract for engineering work by 
Andrew Consulting Engineers of 

Wilmington.
Council member Jim Med-

lin moved to wait until the inal 
document was ready, possibly 
next week. His motion died for 
lack of a second. The motion to 
approve the contract subject to 
Edes’s inal consent passed 4-1, 
with Medlin dissenting. Council 
members Jeff Winecoff, Charlie 
Blalock, Loman Scott and Sheila 
Bell supported the contract.

The town has applied for re-
building permits under the 
Coastal Area Management Act 
(CAMA). The Andrew irm will 
coordinate permitting, reim-
bursement from the insurance 

See Oak Island, page 14A
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tually, he became dependent.
In 2013, Kevin moved back to 

his parents’ home in Alexandria 
for treatment. He tried a variety 
of different therapies to over-
come his addiction.

“He tried all forms of treatment 
that are familiar to the people 
here in Brunswick County,” Flat-
tery recalled. 

His son tried an intensive out-
patient treatment program of-
fered through the local hospital 
system for 12 weeks. He later 
participated in medically assisted 
therapy with a doctor admin-
istering Suboxone (also known 
by the generic name buprenor-
phine) and closely monitoring 
his progress.

He attended “abstinence only” 
peer support programs, like 
Narcotics Anonymous and Alco-
holics Anonymous. But Flattery 
recalls that his son faced discrim-
ination when he attended those 
meetings.

“There he was told, ‘You’re not 
really in sobriety,’ and, ‘You’re 
not really in recovery because 
you’re substituting one addic-
tion for another,’” Flattery said. 
“That’s stigmatizing false infor-
mation that is harming people 
getting good treatment.”

In the middle of his treatment, 
Kevin was offered a job with a 
major ilm company in New York 
City.

“And he went to New York on 
his own—he wasn’t living with 
us anymore,” Flattery recalled. 
“And he stopped taking his bu-
prenorphine, or he’d take it inter-
mittently.”

Flattery said he and his wife 
Priscilla thought about how the 
interruption could impact Kev-
in’s treatment, but ultimately felt 
the job opportunity would serve 
as a motivator.

“We thought that would be so 
motivating, but the addiction had 
such a hold on him that even that 
wonderful opportunity wasn’t 
enough,” Flattery said.

Kevin ultimately lost that job 
and returned home to Alexan-
dria. He also returned to the 
residential treatment center that 
tapered him off the buprenor-
phine. Just 64 days after his re-
lease, Kevin died from an opioid 
overdose on August 30, 2014.

Opioid Drugs: An
iatrogenic problem

After his son’s death, Flattery, 
who had spent much of his career 
working with the Environmental 
Protection Agency in Washing-
ton, switched gears and began 
working to advocate to end the 
opioid abuse epidemic. 

He is a member of the Virginia 
Task Force on Prescription Drug 
and Heroin Abuse, serves on 
the White House Parent Advi-
sory Council to end the opioid 
prescription epidemic, and is a 
board member for the organiza-
tion Physicians for Responsible 
Opioid Prescribing.

About a month ago, he and 
Priscilla relocated from Alexan-
dria to St. James. Soon after their 
arrival, Flattery heard about 
Senior Resident Superior Court 
Judge Ola Lewis’s Opioid Task 
Force initiative and felt called to 
action.

After spending the last few 
years pounding the pavement in 
Washington, he has turned his 
attention to helping those in his 
new home, Brunswick County. 

His mission is to help combat 
the opioid epidemic so other 
families don’t have to experience 
losing a loved one to addiction, 
and he believes the solution be-
gins with the medical and phar-
maceutical industries.

He shared his thoughts with 
the Opioid Task Force during its 
meeting on March 28. Flattery 
explained that he sees opioid ad-
diction as an iatrogenic problem.

“I think the general consensus 

is this is a self-inlicted wound in 
the United States that started in 
the 1990s with the underestima-
tion of a new kind of drug—syn-
thetic opioids—for the treatment 
of pain,” Flattery said.

He believes that issues arose 
because initially there wasn’t 
as deep an understanding of 
the ramiications of prescribing 
these drugs. There was also what 
he calls “aggressive marketing” 
by the pharmaceutical compa-
nies to promote opioids.

“In fact, some representatives 
of the pharmaceutical industry 
were telling doctors in the late 
1990s that there was less than 
a onepercent chance for their 
patients to become addicted—
the beneits far outweighed the 
risks,” he explained. “And that 
was just an incorrect statement, 
whether it was willful or not. The 
doctors pretty much subscribed 
to it.”

He noted that around the same 
time the practice of medicine was 
changing, with doctors treat-
ing more patients, spending less 
time with each patient.

“Coincident with that, there 
was a drive in the country to be 
more compassionate with peo-
ple in the treatment of, not only 
acute pain—such as someone 
who comes in with a broken arm 
or someone with end-of-life care, 
cancer pain—but people with ev-
eryday ailments that cause pain 
over time,” he said. 

He noted that while this ap-
proach had good intentions, it 
coincided with the push by ad-
vocacy groups—many funded by 
pharmaceutical companies—to 
treat pain as the “ifth vital sign.”

“Those are very measurable 
things, vital signs—your temper-
ature, your blood pressure, your 
heart rate,” Flattery said. “Those 
are measurable things, but they 
wanted your assessment of your 

own pain to be a ‘ifth vital sign.’”
It resulted in patients being 

asked about their pain on a 1-to-
10 scale, with 10 being the worst.

“That’s a subjective thing,” he 
explained. “And if you said a ‘9’, 
then out comes the prescription 
pad.”

He said that resulted in an ex-
ponential increase in the number 
of opioid prescriptions written 
over time.

“And if you look at the line of 
overdose deaths, it mirrored 
that,” he said.

But Flattery said he’s not being 
harsh on the medical commu-
nity. 

“It’s a physician-caused prob-
lem,” Flattery said. “People 
misunderstand. I’m not being 
overly harsh on the medical 
community because they even 
admit that their changes in the 
practice of medicine drove the 
over-prescription of prescription 
pain medications, and what that 
has done is it has looded our lo-
cal communities, it has looded 
our workplaces—people are us-
ing them in the workplace every 
single day.

“It’s looded our schools, and 
it’s looded our medicine cabi-
nets to the point now real estate 
agents, when they host an open 
house, are concerned and ask 
the people of the home to lock 
up their meds because people 
are riling through the medicine 
cabinets looking for left-over pre-
scription meds.”

Making changes locally
In battling opioid drug addic-

tion, Flattery acknowledges that 
changes have to happen on three 
levels—federal, state and local. 

He also believes that solutions 
must be three-fold: focusing on 
prevention, keeping those who 
are addicted alive, and increasing 

access to effective treatment. 
Flattery believes “prevention” 

is an area where local groups can 
have the most signiicant impact. 
He acknowledged the county has 
already made good progress in 
helping keep those who are ad-
dicted alive by increasing access 
to naloxone and Narcan. 

He said the most dificult part 
is increasing access to treatment. 

“That’s the hard part, and that’s 
the heart-breaking part, when 
someone wants treatment and 
has all these barriers,” he said.

At a meeting he attended re-
cently, Flattery learned of the 
county’s shortage of treatment 
centers and sober-living facili-
ties.

“I was told there were two resi-
dential living facilities that have 
eight beds for men only,” he said. 
“Sixteen total beds for men—and 
do women not suffer from heroin 
addiction? Are women not en-
titled to safe, sober living? That’s 
just head-exploding to me. That’s 
something that our county com-
missioners need to grapple with.

“I don’t know what the answer 
is; I don’t know where they get 
the money. But if you accept that, 
you’re going to have people that 
just relapse and die. And it has to 
be ixed.

“We need champions in our 
elected leaders. We need cham-
pions on that board of commis-
sioners.”

Flattery noted that he was glad 
to see three commissioners—
Mike Forte, Pat Sykes and Randy 
Thompson—in attendance at the 
recent Opioid Task Force meet-
ing.

“We need them to grapple with 
this, and sometimes it’s a matter 
of priorities,” he said. 

Flattery said it’s a problem, and 
he’s committed to helping those 
here in Brunswick County ind a 
solution. 

“I’m just one more warrior in 
this ight,” he said. “I want to let 
people know that this affects peo-
ple like my son, and my son’s sto-
ry, while it’s different from many 
of those down here in Brunswick, 
the end result’s the same. Some 
of the things that got in his way 
are the same.

“It’s an epidemic, it’s intoler-
able that we just let it go on.”

Photos contributed

Addiction hit home for Don Flattery when his son Kevin became addicted to the opioid 
drug Oxycontin after graduating from the University of Virginia.

Don Flattery was appointed to Virginia Gov. Terry McAu-
liffe’s Task Force on Prescription Drug and Heroin Abuse. 
Pictured are Flattery, left, and McAuliffe.

Flattery: changes needed to combat opioid abuse
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Proposed law would
eliminate impact fees

Brunswick County

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

The average Brunswick County water and sewer customer would 
pay an additional $234 a year if a bill proposed by a Mt. Airy legisla-
tor becomes law, oficials report. House Bill 436, iled by Rep. Sarah 
Stevens, would eliminate the ability of counties and municipalities to 
charge utility impact fees.

Fast-growing areas such as Brunswick County impose impact fees 
on new developments to help pay for future expansion of the system. 
The idea is that existing customers should not have to bear the inan-
cial burden of growth. Also, Brunswick County and area municipali-
ties operate their utilities as “enterprise funds,” meaning that property 
or other taxes are not generally used to pay for operations, interest, 
maintenance and expansion.

Stevens is a Republican and speaker pro-tem. Her measure ap-
peared after a N.C. Supreme Court decision found the Town of Car-
thage in Moore County exceeded its authority when charging impact 
fees. The town was ordered to repay a decade’s worth of fees to a devel-
oper. The decision applied only to a single municipality.

Brunswick County manager Ann Hardy said her staff’s initial analy-
sis showed there would be a substantial impact on the average resi-
dential customer if impact fees went away.

“The revenue generated by these fees is used to pay for debt service 
incurred on the system and to expand the system to more customers,” 
Hardy said in an e-mail. “The increase in customers keeps the rates 
stable over time. The debt is ixed, but the county could choose to re-
duce system expansions, which would likely impact county economic 
growth.”

Staff estimated it would take $197 a year for the average sewer cus-
tomer and $37 a year for the average water customer to pay the loss of 
impact fee revenues, as averaged across the past ive iscal years.

Bald Head Island and Boiling Spring Lakes do not collect impact 
fees. Caswell Beach transferred its utilities to the county last year. Util-
ities in St. James are provided by the county and Southeast Brunswick 
Sanitary District.

Oak Island inance director David Hatten said he could not provide 
an accurate estimate of the effect on the budget if impact fees were 
eliminated.

Southport city manager Kerry McDufie said the city had not taken a 
position on any of the bills regarding impact fees. 

McDufie added that he personally didn’t know much about them or 
how they could affect the city. While Southport does currently charge 
developers impact fees for water and sewer infrastructure, it does not 
charge impact fees for parks and schools.

State Rep. Frank Iler and state Sen. Bill Rabon said they were unfa-
miliar with the bill, and Iler said he would study the measure and look 
for a compromise.

As of press time, the bill was before the House Finance Committee. 
Sen. Paul Newton told the Raleigh News and Observer last week he 
would introduce a compromise measure that would establish a for-
mula for fees to make them uniform statewide. 

Staff writers Renee Spencer and Sarah Shew Wilson contributed 
to this story.
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By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Recent storms and more than 
20 years of exposure to the ocean 
have taken their toll on Oak Is-
land Pier. A consulting engineer 
recently reported the structure 
is deteriorating and should be 
closed.

The latest report from engineer 
Everette Pannkuk of Andrew 
Consulting Engineers is in stark 
contrast to findings from inspec-
tions in November 2016, follow-
ing October’s Hurricane Mat-
thew. Damage to pilings from 

September’s Tropical Storm 
Hermine prompted the town to 
close the fishing “T” at the end of 
the pier. In October, Hurricane 
Matthew tore down that section 
and more than 150 feet of the 
pier at its end.

After the hurricane, the town 
closed part of the remaining ter-
minus of the pier. Divers tested 
standing and fallen wooden pil-
ings and reported the still-erect 
sections were in relatively good 
condition, given their age.

During the dive, inspectors 
were able to penetrate standing 

See Pier, page 14A

By Sarah Shew Wilson
Staff Writer

The Brunswick County Board 
of Education has selected three 
architectural firms to design new 
additions and improvements for 
the first phase of the $152-mil-
lion in school bond projects, rep-
resenting one-third of planned 
improvements.

Last week, board members 
heard presentations from rep-
resentatives of LS3P and Asso-
ciates, Boomerang Design and 
KSQ Design about their plans for 
the school projects.

The board met in special ses-
sion Monday afternoon and 
heard from the district’s execu-
tive director of operations Sue 
Rutledge, who recommended 
grouping the first phase of proj-
ects. She stated that, after re-
viewing documents provided by 
the architectural firms, her staff 
recommends contracting with 

the firms as follows:
n KSQ to design the addi-

tions to Town Creek Elementary 
School and the new Town Creek 
Middle School;
n Boomerang to design all the 

additions and improvements to 
the high school athletic facilities;
n LS3P to design the additions 

at Lincoln Elementary School 
and new window installation at 
Bolivia Elementary School.

“This makes a lot of sense,” 
board member John Thompson 
said, noting the need for cohe-
sive design in athletic facilities. 
“We’ve had a lot of issues with a 
sort of random decision-making 
when it came to athletics across 
the county.”

Rutledge emphasized that Boo-
merang has a track record of suc-
cess designing athletic projects, 
while KSQ has an extensive de-
sign portfolio of modern, interac-
tive classrooms that meet the 

See Schools, page 11A

School board hires architects
for first phase of construction

$152M school bond project

Design f irms
are selected

Task force
takes aim
at opioids

Report: pier should close

Repeal and replace could take years

Brunswick County

Oak Island

Rep. Rouzer tells Realtors:

Attention seekers

4.3-percent takes effect April 1 
Electric rates cut for city   

By Renee Spencer
Staff Writer

The City of Southport will soon be paying less for electricity.
The North Carolina Eastern Municipal Power Agency (NCEM-

PA) Board of Directors met in Raleigh on Friday and approved a 
4.5-percent rate decrease that will take effect April 1.

Paul Fisher, who represents the city as a NCEMPA commissioner 
and also serves on the rate committee, said he was happy to see the 
rate reduction approved.

“We’ve been working on this since November,” Fisher said.
While the rate decrease averages out to 4.5-percent across the 

municipalities within NCEMPA, Fisher explained that it will be 
slightly less for Southport. 

“It’s based on the load you pull,” Fisher said. 
Southport will receive a rate decrease of 4.3-percent, whereas a 

larger city, such as Greenville, which pulls a larger electric load will 
see a slightly larger decrease, more like 4.6-percent. 

Fisher noted that where this has the biggest impact is on demand 
energy charges. During  peak hours, billing will drop from $19.29 
per kilowatt hour to $18.74 per kilowatt hour. 

Each month, the city is billed for that one peak hour, and that 
demand charge can account for a significant amount of the city’s 
wholesale energy charge.

The energy rate for all other hours will drop from 3.273 cents to 
3.029 cents per kilowatt hour.

While the city will not be paying as much for its electricity, city 
manager Kerry McDuffie says it remains to be seen how much ac-
tual savings the city will see.

“There are a lot of factors there,” McDuffie said.
He explained that the 4.3-percent discount to the city is only on 

the portion of electricity purchased. It does not change the debt ser-
See Southport, page 11A

Photos by Lee Hinnant

Fire exercise
Rob Sherman of Leland Fire Department handles a hose 
on the east side of 204 West Beach Drive Friday at a live 
burn exercise. The house was built in the 1950s, and the 
owners intend to rebuild. The story is on page 9A inside.

Photo by Lee Hinnant
Consulting engineers conclude the Oak Island Pier has pil-
ing damage and should be closed.

Turning Visitors into Locals 
...since 1981
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 www.MargaretRudd.com  See our ad page

By Renee Spencer
Staff Writer

Brunswick County leaders are 
tired of seeing people die from 
opioid overdose, and they’ve 
pledged to take action.

Brunswick Senior Resident 
Superior Court Judge Ola Lewis 
took the initiative to organize a 
task force aimed at addressing 
the county’s opioid epidemic.

Getting started
The first meeting was held 

Tuesday afternoon at The Re-
serve Club in St. James. 

Lewis acknowledged that the 
idea is not an original one. 

“It’s one I ‘five-fingered’ from 
across the bridge,” she joked. 

Lewis recalled that a few weeks 
ago she was invited to attend to 
the initial meeting of the New 
Hanover opioid task force. 

“As they were talking, I would 
stop and raise my hand on occa-
sion and say, ‘Excuse me, you all 
invited me here. I want to know 
how what you are doing relates 
to Brunswick County and what 
we’re doing across the river?’” 
Lewis said. 

She then referenced a sober-
ing statistic—one that Brunswick 
County shares with its more ur-
ban neighbor. Brunswick and 
New Hanover counties together 
rank number-one in the nation 
for opioid overdose deaths. 

Lewis pointed out that Bruns-
wick County’s needs are much 
different than New Hanover’s, in 
that it is rural and doesn’t offer 
public transportation. Brunswick 
County is also significantly larger, 
covering about 900 square miles.

“With all due respect, I appre-
ciated what they were saying, but 
I thought to myself on that drive 
home, ‘We need our own,’” she 
said. 

Lewis said Tuesday’s meeting 
was just the first step in what 
she hopes would be Brunswick 
County’s opioid task force to 
“eradicate opioids and the dev-
astating effects on our families.”

“We have got to come together 
to come up with creative solu-
tions for our communities,” 
she said. “What’s happening in 
Brunswick County matters, and I 
need your help.”

What’s at stake?
Brunswick County Sheriff 

John Ingram was among those  
attending Tuesday’s meeting, 
and he pledged his support for 
Lewis and her efforts. Ingram 
also spoke briefly about what the 
sheriff’s office has done to ad-
dress the opioid epidemic, which 
has included equipping the pa-
trol units with naloxone and 
hosting “town hall meetings” to 
educate the public about heroin 

See Task Force, page 10A

Photo by Morgan Harper
Before the river fog lifted Saturday morning, more attention was given to these apprecia-
tive seagulls rather than the scenery at Southport’s Waterfront Park. Soon after the fog 
dissipated, blue skies welcomed more visitors.

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Tax reforms and repeal and replacement of the 
Affordable Care Act (ACA) likely will dominate the 
agenda during the current session of Congress, U.S. 
Rep. David Rouzer told area real estate brokers Fri-
day.

Rouzer, a Johnston County Republican, told 
members of the Brunswick County Association of 
Realtors that congressional leaders were using bud-

get reconciliations to chip away at Obamacare. This 
tactic allows the GOP to move its agenda forward 
with a simple majority in the Senate, instead of the 
filibuster-proof 60 votes needed in that chamber.

“Overall, it’s certainly helped a few people,” Rou-
zer said of the ACA. “If you look at it on the whole, 
it has harmed far more people than it has helped.”

Higher premiums, larger deductibles and fewer 
plan choices are the results of the ACA, Rouzer said. 
He said he expects the House to send legislation to 

See Rep. Rouzer, page 14A
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By Renee Spencer
Staff Writer

The Brunswick County Sheriff’s Office arrested dozens of county 
residents on drug charges last week. 

Sheriff’s office spokesperson Emily Flax said the arrests were the 
result of multiple recent and extended investigations throughout the 
county by the Brunswick County Sheriff’s Office Drug Enforcement 
Unit. 

Among those charged were:
n Alexander George Karagiannis, 37, of Knotts Landing, Bolivia, for 

felony possession of cocaine and possession of drug paraphernalia. 
n Avery William Huff, 16, of Burlington Street, Boiling Spring Lakes, 

for manufacturing marijuana, possession with intent to manufacture/
sell/deliver marijuana and possession of drug paraphernalia. 

n Christian Scott Anderson, 17, of Fieldcrest Drive, Boiling Spring 
Lakes, for possession with intent to manufacture/sell/deliver mari-
juana; sell/deliver marijuana and possession of drug paraphernalia.

n Daniel Wayne Willetts Jr., 22, of Caison Loop Road, Winnabow, 
for conspiring to sell/deliver a schedule III controlled substance and 
possession with intent to manufacture/sell/deliver a schedule III con-
trolled substance.

n Jeffrey Brian Sullivan, 29, of Canterbury Street, Bolivia, for pos-
session with intent to manufacture/sell/deliver cocaine; sell/deliver 
cocaine.

n Jerry Edward Windham Jr., 23, of Lords Branch Road, Win-
nabow, for sell/deliver schedule II controlled substance; possession 
drug paraphernalia; possession of a firearm by felon.

n Marvin Joe Bernard, 50, Midway Road, Bolivia, on three counts 
of possession with intent to manufacture/sell/deliver cocaine and 
three counts of sell/deliver cocaine.

n Melvin Lavern Mason Jr., 32, Sunset Harbor Road, Bolivia, for 
possession with intent to manufacture/sell/deliver cocaine, sell/de-
liver cocaine and possession of drug paraphernalia. 

n Michael Warren Oliver, 35, Blue Water Street, Southport, on two 
counts of possession with intent to manufacture/sell/deliver cocaine, 
two counts sell/deliver cocaine and two counts of possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

n Okay Emmanuel Palmore II, 32, of Mission Hope Road, Win-
nabow, for possession with intent to sell/deliver marijuana and sell/
deliver marijuana.

n Phillip Scott Hewett, 20, of Candlewood Court, Bolivia, for pos-
session with intent to manufacture/sell/deliver heroin, sell/deliver 
heroin and possession  of drug paraphernalia.

n Rashawn Devon Holden, 26, of Old Ocean Highway, Bolivia, for 
possession with intent to sell/deliver cocaine, sell/deliver cocaine and 
possession of drug paraphernalia.

n River Justice Boyd, 17, of Walden Pond Lane, Southport, posses-
sion with intent to manufacture/sell/deliver a schedule VI controlled 
substance, sell/deliver a schedule VI controlled substance, two counts 

of possession with intent to manufacture/sell/deliver marijuana, two 
counts of sell/deliver marijuana and two counts of possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

n Scott Asbury, 18, of Fieldcrest Road, Boiling Spring Lakes, posses-
sion with intent to sell/deliver marijuana, sell/deliver marijuana and 
possession of drug paraphernalia. 

n William Franklin Deitz, 42, of Charlestown Street, Boiling Spring 
Lakes, possession with intent to sell/deliver a schedule II controlled 
substance and sell/deliver a schedule II controlled substance.

Officers also charged individuals in the Shallotte, Supply, Holden 
Beach and Ocean Isle Beach areas.

Flax said community complaints and tips prompted many of the in-
vestigations. More arrests are expected in the coming days and weeks 
as the investigations continue.

Sheriff John Ingram expressed his thanks to the community for 
continuing to share tips with the Brunswick County Sheriff’s Office, 
and encouraged others to do the same.

“Tips from the community are crucial to investigating drug cases 
or any case involving illegal activity,” Flax said. “No one knows one’s 
community or neighborhood better than those who live and work 
there every day, and when something is not right or looks suspicious, 
it is very important to let us know. Even the smallest detail could be a 
huge help.”

The public can alert the sheriff’s office of suspicious activity by sub-
mitting a tip through the website brunswicksheriff.com and through 
the office’s Facebook and Twitter social media accounts.

Also, to report suspected drug activity, persons may call 910-754-
DRUG. Flax advised that if someone observes something occurring 
real-time, call 911 so that a deputy may be dispatched to the area 
promptly.

Dozens arrested, charged in drug operation
Brunswick County Sheriff’s Office

Community complaints and tips 
prompted many of the investiga-
tions. More arrests are expected in 
the coming days and weeks as the 
investigations continue.

Task force: targets opioid addiction, more local treatment options
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Continued from page 1A
and opioid addiction.

“From the sheriff’s office stand-
point, I spent a number of years 
in drug enforcement in my ca-
reer, so I come at it from that ap-
proach,” Ingram said. “And the 
chief deputy (Charlie Miller), he 
spent a lot of years in patrol. So, 
we’ve kind of married that ap-
proach in the enforcement of it.”

Ingram said the sheriff’s office 
utilizes its drug enforcement unit 
by moving resources wherever 
needed to go after the drug deal-
ers.

“One day, it may be on the 
north end of the county, and the 
next day it may be on the south-
ern end of the county,” Ingram 
said. “We’ve learned to be able to 
move those resources and be able 
to attack the problem in those ar-
eas.”

But he knows that incarcera-
tion alone won’t solve the prob-
lem.

“For years, law enforcement’s 
approach was, ‘Lock them all 
up, and let the judicial system 
sort them out,’ but that’s not the 
approach that we’re taking any-
more,” he said. “We understand 
that for those people who are ad-
dicted, that ‘demand side’ of this 
business needs to be addressed.”

Efforts now focus on reducing 
the demand for the drugs, par-
ticularly opioids. Ingram said the 
sheriff’s office wants to do its part 
to educate the public, and direct 
people to the resources available 
to them.

“But it cannot be solved by law 
enforcement alone,” he said, and 
thanked Lewis for her efforts.

“Often times, we gauge these 
programs by how many people 
are succeeding and by success 
rates, but if you’ve saved one per-
son, you’re making progress,” he 
said. “You’re moving in the right 
direction. We’re fed up with see-

ing people die.”
Chief deputy Miller, who also 

attended Tuesday’s meeting, 
noted that his community—the 
Southport area—had been hit 
particularly hard by heroin.

“I just want to echo what the 
sheriff said—we’re tired of seeing 
the death,” he said. “I know EMS 
is, and I’ve been with many of 
the local departments who have 
been on these calls.”

Miller recalled one particular 
instance that stays with him. 

“We had a girl a year or so ago, 
that we found deceased on a dirt 
road in Bolivia,” he said. “She 
was 26 years old.”

Miller later attended the young 
woman’s visitation.

“The lady that had died, I 
caught her husband in the bath-
room—about 20 feet from the 
body—snorting heroin,” Miller 
said. “Six months later, we bur-
ied him.”

The couple left behind two 
children—a three-year-old and a 
five-year-old.

“That’s the kind of thing that 
I’m tired of seeing,” Miller said.

But Miller’s seen some suc-
cess stories too. He recalled that 
a childhood friend was a “very 
bad” addict, and found success 
through Brunswick County Drug 
Treatment Court.

“Now, he’s doing wonderful,” 
Miller said. “But we’ve got to get 
treatment for these folks. It is a 
sickness.”

Breaking the cycle
Law enforcement officials, 

leaders and stakeholders on 
Tuesday had the opportunity to 
share their concerns about the 
opioid epidemic and its effect on 
the community, as well as offer 
suggestions to improve access to 
treatment and care for those suf-
fering from addiction.

Many spoke about the key 

things needed to break the cycle 
of drug addiction in the county.

One of the major concerns 
was access to education. County 
commissioner Randy Thompson 
addressed this issue, noting that 
the key lies in making sure all 
the county’s young people have 
something to work for when they 
get out of high school.

Thompson said the board of 
commissioners planned to dis-
cuss an item at the agenda meet-
ing Tuesday night that would al-
low every high school graduate in 
Brunswick County the opportu-
nity to earn an associate’s degree 
at no cost to them.

“If we can do that, and start 
working and giving individuals 
something to work for—some-
thing to believe in—and knowing 
that they’re not going to have idle 
hands, it’s a full partnership to 
see success,” Thompson said.

Preston Hilton, who serves as 
a defense attorney in the Bruns-
wick County Drug Treatment 
Court program, noted from his 
perspective what his clients need 
most is access to transportation 
and treatment.

“We’re such a rural county ... 
these people don’t have cars, 
they don’t have access to trans-
portation,” he said. “So, I have a 
client (in Boiling Spring Lakes) 
who needs to get to Shallotte for 
treatment. That’s not going to 
happen. He doesn’t have a car. 
He doesn’t have anybody to rely 
on. His friends are all addicts.”

Hilton also noted that while 
Brunswick County only offers a 
few opportunities for men who 
need in-patient drug treatment, 
there are no in-patient options 
for females.

While they are options in the 
western part of the state, hun-
dreds of miles away, Hilton said 
many of those have significant 
wait-lists.

“These people, from our per-
spective, if we let them out for 
24 hours, we could lose them,” 
he said. “About three weeks ago, 
I had eight clients overdose in a 
week. But that was from Sunday 
to Thursday—that wasn’t even a 

full week.”
Several people addressed the 

issue of affordable housing. Re-
sea Willis, president of Bruns-
wick Housing Opportunities, 
noted that there is a solution to 
the county’s shortage of afford-
able and transitional housing.

“Housing is a big issue, but we 
can do something about that,” 
Willis said. “That’s not some-
thing that’s out of our reach to 

do something about. One thing 
we’re blessed with in Brunswick 
County is land. 

“We have some premier con-
tractors in this county. We have 
more volunteer hours put out in 
this county than in the four sur-
rounding counties. We can do 
something about housing.”

A representative from Trillium 
Health Services spoke about ac-
cess to mental health treatment, 
and offered an overview of some 
of the programs currently being 
offered in the county. 

She reported that a 200-bed 
facility, called The Healing Place, 
is under construction in Wilm-
ington, which will offer detox 
services and long-term addiction 
treatment. It will be located on 
Medical Center Drive.

She added that because Trilli-
um does not have a facility in the 
southern region, it is leasing beds 
at The Healing Place in Raleigh, 
and Brunswick County is the 
highest user of that bed space.

Next step
Lewis asked attendees to “buy-

in” and think about what they 
could contribute to the Bruns-
wick County opioid task force.

“And I don’t want to leave it 
there at ‘opioid’, because every-
one who’s in law enforcement 
knows that we’ve got to keep up 
with the flavor of the day,” Lewis 
said. “Because next month, it 
might be something else. But 
we’ve still got to address the 
problem head-on.”

Lewis said she hopes the group 
can come up with a plan to pres-
ent to the Brunswick County 
Board of Commissioners and 
Rep. Frank Iler and Sen. Bill Ra-
bon in the coming months. 

Lewis said Brunswick County 
has “a great tax base” and “great 
communities,” but it remains 
number-one in the nation for 
opioid overdose deaths.

“It’s up to us to make a differ-
ence,” she concluded.

‘I have a client (in Boiling Spring 
Lakes) who needs to get to Shallotte 
for treatment. That’s not going to 
happen. He doesn’t have a car. He 
doesn’t have anybody to rely on. His 
friends are all addicts.’
Drug Court attorney Preston Hilton
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By Renee Spencer
Staff Writer

Law enforcement oficers across the state tell very similar stories 
about parents of opioid addicts sitting on the other side of their desks 
crying out for help. 

But in many cases, law enforcement’s hands are tied. The drug deal-
ers have learned how to circumvent prosecution with synthetic opioid 
drugs, such as Fentanyl, which are not currently listed as controlled 
substances. 

N.C. Attorney General Josh Stein and some North Carolina legisla-

tors hope to change that with the Synthetic Opioid Control Act. 
Stein spoke about the proposed legislation during a press confer-

ence in Raleigh last Thursday morning. He was joined by a group of 
law enforcement oficials from across the state, including Brunswick 
County Sheriff John Ingram and Senior Resident Superior Court 
Judge Ola Lewis.

“We’re here because of the opioid crisis that is tearing apart fami-
lies all across North Carolina, leaving a trail of death and misery in its 
wake,” Stein said.

Stein called the opioid epidemic a “scourge” and said it needs to be 
addressed with a comprehensive solution that includes prevention, 
treatment and enforcement.

He referenced the STOP Act, which the House Health Committee 
unanimously passed on March 29, noting that it aims to prevent opi-
oid addiction through “smarter prescribing practices” and focuses ad-

ditional resources on treatment and recovery. 
Stein thanked the “legislative champions” who made the act possi-

ble, including Sen. Bill Rabon (R-Brunswick). But Stein said while the 
STOP Act does move things in the “right direction,” additional steps in 
the area of law enforcement are necessary.

“North Carolina law must give law enforcement the tools it needs to 
hold drug trafickers accountable,” Stein said. “That’s exactly what the 
Synthetic Opioid Control Act does.”

He further explained that the opioid crisis had three waves, which 
began with prescription pills such as OxyContin. It was followed by 
an increase in the use of heroin, which is often more potent than pre-

scription drugs.
“Now, drug trafickers are pushing extremely dangerous Fentan-

yls, which are a hundred times more potent than morphine,” he said. 
“Each wave of this crisis brings strong drugs—more deadly drugs—

that are killing more and more of our people.”
Stein and the law enforcement oficers in attendance spoke about 

the opioid epidemic and how it has spread into small towns and sub-

urban areas. Stein recalled that a Fentanyl analog killed three people 
in Cary in a week.

“Statewide, at least 77 people died last year from an overdose of that 
same Fentanyl analog,” Stein said. “Yet, if we in law enforcement had 
been able to identify the trafickers, and even if those trafickers had 
possessed pounds of that chemical composition, they would not be 
held accountable because they did not violate North Carolina law.”

Currently, many forms of synthetic opioids, like Fentanyl, are not 
listed as controlled substances in North Carolina.

“We must close this loophole. We must hold the drug trafickers 
who are killing our people accountable for the death and misery they 
create,” Stein said.

He and others believe the Synthetic Opioid Control Act will do that.

Synthetics ‘explosion’ 
“We have been dealing with synthetic drugs, analogs and designer 

drugs dating back to the 1970s, but we have never seen the explo-

sion—the increase—of synthetic opioids and the problems that cre-

ates as we have since 2014,” said Bob Schurmeier, director of the State 
Bureau of Investigation.

He said deaths have increased “exponentially” and the state has en-

dured mounting costs as a result of these drugs. 

Schurmeier said the SBI’s top priority is to “prevent the unnecessary 
loss of life,” and he endorsed the bill on behalf of the agency.

“We hope it passes,” Schurmeier said. “We will enforce the law, and 
let me send a message to North Carolina: the agents of the SBI will un-

apologetically go after the people that violate this bill if it’s passed. We 
will chase them to the ends of the Earth to put them in jail where they 
belong. And for those who are using the drugs, we encourage them to 
get help.”

Ingram was among the North Carolina sheriffs who spoke during 
Thursday’s press conference. 

He said in Brunswick County and across the lower Cape Fear region, 
there is a “tremendous amount” of synthetic opioids lowing in.

“In fact, in some cases we didn’t even realize we had it until we get 
the results back from the crime lab,” Ingram said. “What we were deal-
ing with, it appeared to be heroin, and when we got it back, it turned 
out to be Fentanyl or a derivative of, and that’s something that’s very 
challenging—to say the least—with our investigations.”

Ingram said the area has been “inundated,” and referenced the sta-

tistic that Brunswick and New Hanover counties rank number one in 
the nation for opioid overdose deaths.

“That’s certainly not something that we’re proud of,” Ingram said. 
“But we’ve been inundated with this, and it’s a signiicant problem.”

He noted that the county had seen a number of overdoses, which 
have begun to slow down recently, which he attributed to law enforce-

ment’s efforts aimed at reducing the number of these drugs coming 
into the county from both the north and south.

Other sheriffs shared similar stories, noting that these drugs have 
become a widespread problem. Many law enforcement oficers, in-

cluding ones locally, are now equipped with naloxone and Narcan to 
revive those who have succumbed to an overdose. They say opioids 
have become the leading problem they face.

They say no community is immune, and most people know some-

one who has been affected by opioids. 
The Synthetic Opioid Control Act is set to go to the House loor later 

this week.

Oficers take aim at synthetic opioid drugs
Sheriff Ingram, Judge Lewis attend state conference

‘We must close this loophole. We 
must hold the drug trafickers who 
are killing our people accountable 
for the death and misery they cre-

ate.’
Josh Stein
N.C. Attorney General
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is available in a wide variety of shapes, colors and sizes

Matt Ho� man 910.443.0819Located thru gate
at end of Trails End Road, Hwy 211 across from Bojangles

Screened Organic Topsoil
Fill Dirt • Gravel

Landscape Mulches 
Longleaf Pinestraw • River Rock
Sand • Marl • Seasoned Firewood

Gravel Driveways • Grading
Bush Hogging • Dump Site (Tree/

Yard Debris/Concrete/Asphalt)

www.ho� manecoworks.com

a gravel driveway adds beauty To Your home

“Since 1965”

http://stateportpilot.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=9A&uuid=03100009-5752-5aa4-b2da-6f4d3b3b8340
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52” Round

48” Round

45” Round

42” Round

36” Round

Warm Cherry

Glenoak

Ginger

Clear Coat

Bleached White Washed

Fine Dining Furniture

128 Country Club Drive, Oak Island • 910-457-4404
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY, SETUP AND REMOVAL!

Which Classic 
are You?

John Thomas Furniture has selected Cox Furniture Quality  
Home Furnishings on Oak Island for a very Special Sale!

25 % of our Regular Sale Price
May 19th thru June 9th  “In Stock on Special Orders”

1. Choose your art… 2. Choose your top…

3. Choose your base…

4. Choose your inish…

Teresa A Carroll
Financial Advisor

4961 Long Beach Road, Suite 6
Southport, NC 28461

910-457-6644

Adam L Powell, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

4961 Long Beach Road  
Suite 6
Southport, NC 28461
910-457-6644

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

In order to meet the  
needs of our growing 
business, I’m pleased to 
announce Teresa Carroll 
will be joining me to help 
provide you with one-to-
one, personalized service 
and advice.

Please stop by or call us
for an appointment today.

It just makes sense.

Boat SlipS availaBle for patronS & for leaSe

Sunday–Thursday 11-9 • Friday & Saturday 11–10 
106 Yacht Basin Drive • Southport 

910.457.1881
www.FishyFishyCafe.com

Menu • SpecialS • HD WeB caM
Fresh from local ishermen to you.

FriDaY 6:30-10:30 
THe DenniS WalTon BanD

SaTurDaY 6:30-10:30 
3 oF a KinD 
SunDaY &  

MeMorial DaY 
5:00-8:00 

JaMeS VincenT carroll

Local efforts to combat opioid addiction continue
Law oficials review progress of Brunswick County task force

By Renee Spencer
Staff Writer

Efforts to combat opioid addiction continue in Brunswick County.
The Opioid Task Force met Friday to further develop its strategic 

plan and hear from a representative from the U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration’s Wilmington ofice.

The speaker, not identiied here due to his involvement in ongoing 
cases, addressed how the DEA forms partnerships with local, state 
and federal agencies to combat the sale and distribution of illegal and 
illicit drugs.

He addressed the issue of prescription drug abuse and how it relates 
to heroin and fentanyl analogues. He noted that to combat the threat, 
the DEA has launched its “360-Strategy”.

The initiative is described as “a comprehensive approach tackling 
the cycle of violence and addiction generated by the link between drug 
cartels, violent gangs and the rising problem of prescription opioid 
and heroin abuse in U.S. cities.”

It involves:
n Coordinated law enforcement operations targeting all levels of 

drug traficking organizations and violent gangs supplying the drugs 
to communities;

n Engaging drug manufacturers, wholesalers, practitioners and 
pharmacists through diversion control to increase awareness of the 
opioid epidemic and encourage responsible prescribing practices, and 
use of opioid pain killers throughout the medical community;

n Community outreach and partnership with local organizations 
following enforcement operations, equipping and empowering com-
munities to ight the opioid epidemic. 

The 360-Strategy has already been implemented in cities including 
Milwaukee, Pittsburgh, St. Louis and Louisville. 

Now, Brunswick County Senior Resident Superior Court Judge Ola 
Lewis hopes to bring the 360-Strategy to Brunswick County. She al-
ready has contacted the DEA about bringing it to the area, and the 
agency is investigating the options.

Also, Brunswick County is working with Robert Childs, executive 
director of the North Carolina Harm Reduction Coalition, to bring 
the LEAD program to Brunswick County. The Law Enforcement As-
sistance Diversion (LEAD) is a pre-booking diversion pilot program 
developed with the community to address low-level drug and crimes 
associated with sex work. 

It allows police and sheriff’s departments to redirect low-level of-
fenders engaged in drug or sex work activity to community-based 
programs and services, instead of jail and prosecution.

The program exists across the United States. Currently it’s  set up in  
Fayetteville and Wilmington. 

Brunswick County does have a committee tasked with establishing 
the LEAD program locally. Brunswick County Sheriff John Ingram 
said members hope to implement it soon.

“We’ve spoken with the District Attorney’s ofice, and they are on 
board with us,” he said. 

Ingram also plans to speak with the county’s other law enforcement 
agencies and get them involved.

Ingram added that he plans to speak with county manager Ann Har-
dy about obtaining funding for the additional positions that would be 
required.

If the county does establish the LEAD program, it will be the irst 
sheriff’s ofice in the country to do so.

Childs noted that one of the best things about the program is that it 
reduces recidivism. Childs added that treating just one overdose costs 
the county about $17,000.

Judge Lewis also addressed those in attendance and updated them 
on the Opioid Task Force’s progress. During the initial phases, the 
task force identiied several gaps in treatment, including transporta-
tion and housing. They are currently working on a strategic plan to 
address those issues.

Lewis said she, Ingram, task force co-chair Don Flattery and policy 
advisor Amy Olsen sent a letter to Gov. Roy Cooper’s ofice on May 10 
requesting that he declare the state’s opioid addiction crisis a public 
health emergency. 

In the letter, they noted this step has already been taken by a num-
ber of other states.

Olsen said she has since been in contact with the governor’s ofice.
“They have read the letter,” she said. “And things are looking pretty 

good.”
Just a few days after that letter was mailed, Cooper announced that 

North Carolina would receive $31-million in grant funds for opioid 
treatment initiatives over the next two years.

The grant was awarded by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Service Administration, a federal organization.

Judge Lewis said she had contacted Congressman David Rouzer’s 
ofice to request that a portion of those funds come to Brunswick 

County.
She said she’s also reached out to President Donald Trump’s admin-

istration and invited some members of the White House Task Force 
on Opioid Abuse to attend the Brunswick County Opioid Task Force’s 
next meeting, scheduled Friday, June 16, at noon at 101 Stone Chim-
ney Place in Supply.

Lewis said at that meeting the task force will inalize its strategic 
plan and get it ready to present to the Brunswick County Board of 
Commissioners.

“We are working very hard,” she said. “This organization is making 
a difference.”

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

Residents and visitors are invit-
ed to bring youths interested in 
bicycle riding to a half-day clinic 
and safety rodeo Saturday, June 
10, at Oak Island Moose Lodge 
on Long Beach Road.

The lodge has teamed with The 
Warrior Ride, Oak Island Parks 
and Recreation Department, 
Brunswick County Sheriff’s Of-
ice, Oak Island Water Rescue 
and police and ire departments 
for the event. Beginners and 
riders as old as 13 are invited to 
bring their bikes and helmets 
and come for the day, which will 
include lunch.

“We’ll have classes on safety 
and talk to them about wearing 
their helmets,” said Bob Racine, 
founder of The Warrior Ride. “If 
they don’t have a helmet, we’ll 
give them one.”

The Wilmington-based group 
Bikes For Kids will also provide 
bicycles for children who need 
one, or allow youths to trade-in 
older bicycles for new ones, Ra-
cine said.

Racine said adult cyclists would 
brief attendees on bicycle laws 

and safe riding habits. They’ll 
check-out the skills of the riders 
on an obstacle course set up in 
the large parking lot at the lodge. 
The youths will also be able to 
tour vehicles and a rescue boat, 
and interact with law enforce-
ment oficers, ireighters and 
other irst-responders.

Racine said he expects the 
event to include a few rafles, and 
there would be door prizes and 
handouts. There is no fee to at-
tend the event, scheduled to run 
for 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

“We’re trying to make it a big, 
fun thing,” he said. “We don’t 

care if they are locals or tourists. 
It’s sort of a way of giving back 
to the community that gives so 
much to us.”

Oak Island-based The Warrior 
Ride is a non-proit group that 
offers adaptive bicycle therapy 
and excursions to wounded vet-
erans.

Racine said the group needs 
adult volunteers to help manage 
the youth bicycle rodeo. Those 
who would like to assist or learn 
more may contact Racine at 
bob@thewarriorride.com or call 
910-512-1181.

Bike rodeo for youths planned

Dosher sets new clinic hours

Oak Island

Dosher Memorial Hospital in 
Southport has announced new 
summer hours for its urgent care 
clinic on Long Beach Road and 
its clinic on Bald Head Island. 

Dosher Medical-Urgent Care, 
located at 4222 Long Beach 
Road, will be open on Saturdays 

from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., starting 
Memorial Day weekend through 
September 30 this year. 

The walk-in clinic also will be 
open on the Memorial Day, In-
dependence Day and Labor Day 
holidays from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Extended weekday hours, 

from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., start on 
Monday, June 5, and will con-
tinue through Friday, September 
29.

Bald Head Island
This is the third year of 

operation for Dosher’s walk-in 
primary and urgent care clinic 
at the Bald Head Island Public 
Safety building, located at 253 
Edward Teach Wynd. 

Dosher Medical-Bald Head Is-
land will be open weekdays from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m., starting Friday, 
May 26, through Monday, Sep-
tember 4.

For emergency medical needs, 
the emergency department at 
Dosher Memorial Hospital is 
open around the clock and is 
a ive-minute drive from Deep 
Point Marina in Southport. 

June 2-4, 2017 
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Wooden Boat Show this Saturday

Opioid epidemic is destroying families

Southport Yacht Basin

N.C. Attorney General Josh Stein tells task force:

N.C. 133 closure
for railroad work

 

The N.C. Department of 
Transportation has announced 
that River Road (N.C. 133) 
north of its intersection with 
N.C. 87 will be closed to traffic 
through October 9.

The closure, which was 
scheduled to begin Tuesday, 
is needed so a contractor for 
Military Ocean Terminal Sunny 
Point can make improvements 
to the railroad crossing south 
of Fifty Lakes Drive in Boiling 
Spring Lakes.

Through-traffic will be de-
toured using N.C. 87, U.S. 17 
and U.S. 17/74/76.

Photo by Ed Harper

Two races—one a make-up for an earlier postponement due to an approaching storm—were held Saturday by the South-
port Yacht Club, adding a double-dose of color to the waterfront. Juno (foreground) took non-spinnaker honors in both 
races, while Bloody Mary finished first in spinnaker class in both ends of the doubleheader. Complete race results are 
reported on page 3C.

Boats and vendors will line the 
streets and music will fill the air 
Saturday when the eighth annual 
Southport Wooden Boat Show 
is held in and around the Yacht 
Basin.

The event, scheduled from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m., will feature more 
than three dozen boats on dis-
play and dozens of nautically 
themed booths. “A Taste of Cape 
Fear” will serve $5 cups of sea-
food chowder or shrimp ‘n’ grits; 
the Boy Scouts will be selling hot-
dogs for those whose tastes tack 
landward.

While adults enjoy viewing 
handcrafted boats along West 
Moore Street and South Cas-
well Avenue—and in-water craft 
farther around the basin at Ad-

mirals Harbor—youngsters can 
participate in a number of Nauti-
Kids activities. There will be a 
boatbuilding demonstration at 
the Duke Energy Maritime Pavil-
ion, talks on Southport’s shrimp-
ing heritage and interesting ex-
hibits throughout the day.

Admission is free; the only 
charge is for food, harbor boat 
rides and raffle tickets.

The Yacht Basin is located two 
blocks west of downtown South-
port and there is abundant street-
side parking. Handicap parking 
will be available on South Lord 
Street, accessible via Bay Street.

An updated schedule of 
events is on page 8A of this 
edition.

Saturday doubleheader

211 project
now $85M

Four-lane highway

Cost up from last year’s $50M;
DOT still plans to move forward

Pilot file photo
Last year’s Southport Wooden Boat Show attracted quite a 
crowd that enjoyed the many events.

a publication of 

Inside: your free copy of our Cape Fear Coast fall magazine

By Lee Hinnant
Staff Writer

State transportation officials 
said expected costs were up but 
they still anticipate moving for-
ward with a major widening of 
N.C. 211 that will make the road a 
divided, four-lane highway from 
Midway Road at Oak Island to 
N.C. 87 in Southport.

Speaking to members of the St. 
James Plantation Property Own-
ers Association last Thursday, 
Department of Transportation 
(DOT) engineer Chad Kimes said 
the project might start slightly 
later than the originally projected 
date of June 2018. The delay is 
mainly from issues relocating 
utilities along the seven-mile 
route.

Construction will take about 
four years and include overpass-
es at Long Beach Road Extension 
and Midway Road/Middleton 
Boulevard. Including the over-
passes, construction is expected 
to cost $85-million, up from last 
year’s estimate of $50-million, 
Kimes said.

The state has acquired about 
60-percent of the right-of-way 

needed for the project. Engineers 
looked at several different con-
figurations for the overpasses, 
and designs are about 65-percent 
finished.

Some members of the audience 
groaned aloud when Kimes ex-
plained how drivers would need 

See DOT, page 3A

By Renee Spencer
Staff Writer

North Carolina Attorney General Josh Stein has 
heard many stories while traveling across the state 
speaking about the opioid epidemic.

He recounted some of them when he stopped to 
address members of the Brunswick County Opioid 
Addiction Task Force at Supply last Wednesday.

Stein told attendees the story of a young man who 
played college baseball and was prescribed pain-
killers, became hooked, overdosed and died.

He also told about a man who injured his back on 
the job, got a prescription for powerful opioid pain-
killers, got hooked and lost his job and his family.

Stein recalled the story of a young woman who 
experimented with pills on the weekends that she 
took from her family’s medicine cabinets. In one 
year, she stole $8,000 from her parents to feed her 
habit. 

Stein said recently he had gotten to know a young 
man named Ethan. When he was just 12 years old, 
Ethan began experimenting with pain pills he stole 

from his mother’s medicine cabinet. By the time he 
was 15 he was hooked on heroin, and by 18, he was 
homeless living in a parking lot.

But Ethan turned his life around. He put himself 
through detox and is now attending college, major-
ing in social work. 

Stein noted that these stories are common.
“There are tens of thousands of stories like the 

ones I’ve just described all across North Carolina, 
and too few of them have that inspiring ending that 
Ethan has,” he said. 

“We want more people to live their lives happy, 
healthy and in healthy relationships, making their 
own choices in life, rather than being a prisoner to 
that morphine molecule to which they are addict-
ed,” Stein added.

He referenced recent statistics that show that 
drug overdoses have surpassed auto accidents to 
become the number-one cause of accidental death 
in North Carolina.

“This is new—the first time in decades—that any-
thing other than auto crashes has been the leading 

See Opioid, page 12AAttorney General  Josh Stein

Capital Power facility

Irma sends coal ash into
Harbor Oaks community

By Renee Spencer
Staff Writer

While Hurricane Irma spared Brunswick County the brunt of 
its force, a local company says winds from the hurricane’s out-
er bands kicked up a small amount of coal ash and dispersed it 
across a nearby neighborhood.

The incident occurred at Capital Power’s solid fuel generation 
facility, located north of Southport off Leonard Street, around 7 
a.m. on Monday, September 18. 

According to company spokesperson Tricia Johnston, the 
storm’s winds blew a breather cap from the top of a silo, where fly 
ash is stored until it is transported to a registered landfill. The cap 
landed inside the silo.

Plant manager Dave Groves explained that vacuum trucks had 
removed ash from the silos over the previous weekend, and by 
visible inspection and according to the silos’ instrumentation, it 
appeared they were empty.

But when crews opened a hatch on top of the 20-foot silo to 
See Harbor Oaks, page 5A

Harbor Oaks

Capital 
Power

Diann Sauble
Realtor/Broker

dsauble@remax.net

910-713-9050

Welcome Home To 
Coastal North Carolina

Welcome Home To 
Coastal North Carolina

319 North Howe Street

Southport, NC 28461

Specializing in Listing & Selling  
St. James Plantation
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By Renee Spencer
Staff Writer

The Brunswick County Opioid Addiction Task 
Force met last week to discuss final details before 
presenting its strategic action plan to the Brunswick 
County Board of Commissioners.

Brunswick County Senior Resident Superior 
Court Judge Ola Lewis is founder and chair of 
the task force. She noted that engaging the board 
of commissioners was one of the most important 
aspects of the plan to get their support for educa-
tion, prevention, rescue and recovery, housing and 
school initiatives.

The task force is scheduled to make its presen-
tation to commissioners on Monday, October 16. 
Lewis encouraged all task members to attend. 

“We need that room overflowing,” she said.
During the presentation, the committee plans to 

frame the issues in Brunswick County and ask for 
support. 

Lewis said they plan to recommend the county 
provide additional support for: creating a full-time 
physician or a prevention manager; provide addi-
tional dollar resources; establish therapeutic sup-
port for families supporting loved ones who are in 
recovery—something that is producing better re-
covery outcomes in communities across the coun-
try; sponsoring and organizing several countywide 
forums to engage the community; continue regular 
take-back-day events and produce a county-en-
dorsed public service announcement to continue to 
raise awareness and encourage prevention activi-
ties throughout the community.

Honorary task force co-chair Don Flattery briefly 
went through the plan once more before hearing 
from representatives with various community or-
ganizations about upcoming events.  Those include:

n Hope for Recovery, September 30
On Saturday, September 30, the community is 

invited to come together and offer support to those 
suffering from substance abuse and remember 
those who have lost their battle with addiction at 
“Hope for Recovery.”

The event is scheduled for 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. at 
Palms Health & Wellness, located on the former 
Brunswick Community Hospital property at 1 Med-
ical Center Drive, Supply. It includes live music and 
food, and attendees will hear personal testimonies 
and connect with resource providers. 

For more information, e-mail kimberly@
palmshealthandwellness.com. 

n Opioid Summit for Faith-Based and 
Community Leaders, October 28

The event is free and open to the public. The lead 

presenter will be the Rev. Janice Ford, a pastor who 
specializes in teaching churches how to be effective 
members of the community of recovery and the use 
of spiritual recovery with conventional treatment. 

Ford will be joined by local treatment providers 
and resource people; there will be resource infor-
mation tables. 

The summit starts at 8:30 a.m. with registration 
and ends at 4 p.m. Lunch will be provided at no cost 
to participants.

Pre-registration is required. Include the name of 
the church and names of all confirmed participants. 
Register by e-mailing opioidsummit@gmail.com 
by October 15. 

The event will be held at The Brunswick Center at 
Leland, 121 Town Hall Drive.

Continued from page 1A
cause of accidental death,” he said. 

Last year in Brunswick County, 34 people died from an accidental 
drug overdose. Across North Carolina, drug overdose deaths average 
four a day.

Stein said that opioids “come, grab ahold of you and leave a wake of 
death and misery.” He said it’s time to turn the tide.

Stein’s approach to enforcement is threefold: focusing on the areas 
of prevention, treatment and recovery and enforcement. 

“Prevention’s about turning off the spigot so that fewer people be-
come addicted—so that we’re not creating a whole new stream of peo-
ple with addiction,” he said. 

Stein said he wants to see more physicians held accountable for the 
number of opioid drugs they prescribe and see more drop-boxes for 
citizens to dispose of their unused medications.

“But it can’t be our only focus, because there are hundreds of thou-
sands of people with substance abuse disorder and tens of thousands 
with an opioid addiction,” Stein said.

Currently, only about one of ten of those with addiction receive 
treatment. That’s why Stein is advocating for improved access to 
healthcare.

“Would we accept a healthcare system in which 90-percent of people 
with heart disease don’t get treatment?” he asked. “Yet that’s precisely 
the situation when it comes to the illness of substance abuse disorder.”

He pointed out that treatment works, and called the lack of resourc-
es to meet the need “tragic.”

He also said he wants to see those who put the synthetic heroin in 
the hands of others punished for the death and misery they inflict. 

Stein hopes to work with law enforcement to reduce the number of 
overdose deaths. He credited multiple agencies across the state for 

starting innovative programs, such as the Law Enforcement Assisted 
Diversion (L.E.A.D.) program and the Homeless Outreach and Proac-
tive Enforcement (HOPE) program in other areas of the state.

He also noted that he fought hard for the Strengthen Opioid Misuse 
Prevention (STOP)Act that Gov. Roy Cooper signed in June. He also 
advocated alongside law enforcement officers and legislators for the 
passage of the Synthetic Opioid Control Act, which was signed into 
law in July.

The law cracks down on the people Stein calls “garage chemists” and 
makes all synthetic opioid drugs illegal. 

“There was a particular fentnayl derivative that was responsible for 
77 deaths across North Carolina last year,” Stein said. “But it was not 
illegal under our controlled substances act.”

He noted that now, the law exists to hold those who create and ped-
dle the toxic mixtures accountable.

Stein also addressed drug companies and their enormous profits. 
He is currently working with a bipartisan group of 21 attorneys gen-
eral to investigate the role drug manufacturers and distributors have 
played in the current crisis.

Stein praised the work of Brunswick County Senior Resident Supe-
rior Court Judge Ola Lewis, Sheriff John Ingram and the members of 
the opioid task force for their work to address these issues and develop 
a strategic plan. He pointed out that while Brunswick County is one 
of the counties that has suffered most from the opioid epidemic, the 
solution will take time.

“We can’t lead ourselves into thinking that in 2017 we’re going to 
solve it—or in 2018 we’re going to solve it,” he said. “It is going to take 
time, hard work and collaboration. And when we do those things, we 
will help address this issue. We will save lives.”

Stein then told the stories of Chase and Ashley, who had both moved 
beyond addiction and were now living productive lives.

He added that even with the current crisis, the people across the 
state who are in recovery outnumber the ones with addiction. 

“We just need to apply ourselves to it, and you all on the front lines 
here in Brunswick County responding to this crisis, you’re working 
hard to create more Ethans, more Chases and more Ashleys,” he said. 

He concluded by saying that at the state level, they can pass legisla-
tion and appropriate funds to address the issue.

“I believe the real innovation, the real creativity, the real solutions 
will happen here at the local level,” he said. “I look forward to seeing 
what you all accomplish, and putting my shoulder to the wheel with 
you in the coming years as we deal with this challenge.”

Opioid: Attorney General Stein addresses issues related to drug epidemic

Judge Ola Lewis, who 
founded the task force, en-
couraged all members to at-
tend the presentation to the 
commissioners at 6 p.m. on 
Monday, October 16.North Carolina Attorney General Josh Stein addressed a crowded room last Wednesday at 101 Stone Chimney Place in Supply.

(Photos by Renee Spencer)

‘Would we accept a healthcare sys-
tem in which 90-percent of people 
with heart disease don’t get treat-
ment? Yet that’s precisely the situa-
tion when it comes to the illness of 
substance abuse disorder.’
Josh Stein
N.C. Attorney General

Task force to seek support from county commissioners

City asks for comments on proposed tree protections  

Presentation to board on Monday, October 16

Southport Planning Board

We Buy and Sell Quality Furniture

4700 E. Oak Island Drive
Located across from Oak Island Town Hall  

in the Dosher Medical Plaza.

910-250-1580
Open Monday thru Saturday 10am-5pm

Closed Sunday

Fall Sidewalk Sale
Saturday, September 30th

Deep Discounts on Select Items!

By Renee Spencer
Staff Writer

Land developers and Southport citizens will have the opportunity to 
weigh-in next month on proposed tree protections drafted by the city’s 
forestry committee.

During its meeting last Thursday, the Southport Planning Board 
heard from its review committee about the proposed ordinance 
changes. City planner Thomas Lloyd presented the review commit-
tee’s report. 

“Currently, we do not have a tree preservation ordinance in the 
UDO,” Lloyd said. “There are some protections in the (city’s) code of 
ordinances, but this would be added to the UDO to streamline it. It 
would be its own article.”

Lloyd said the committee does want to see some clarity in the ordi-
nance definitions. He noted committee members particularly asked 
the forestry committee to clarify what conditions posed a “hardship,” 
clarify the canopy coverage standard of 40-percent, and also state 
what constituted a “qualified application.”

“A lot of this is semantics and some things to be cleared up in terms 
of the ordinance and the definitions,” Lloyd said. 

The review committee sent its feedback to the forestry committee, 
and Lloyd noted that issues already have been addressed. 

“Another good thing that the (review) committee pointed out is that 
it is a best practice for tree preservation ordinances to have public 
comment where you invite stakeholders, such as contractors, builders 
and everyday residents, to come and get educated on how it would 
affect them,” he said. 

That public comment period has been scheduled for the next plan-
ning board meeting on Thursday, October 19. The format will be a 
workshop so that the public can weigh-in.

“City staff will be contacting all the contractors and builders that we 
know,” Lloyd said. “We do have a list for that, and we will also be doing 
a public notice in the paper for it.”

Planning board member Daphne Green asked if the planning board 
would be voting on the ordinance.  “Because I’ve got some questions,” 
she said. “Is this a good time?”

Lloyd told her that the board would not be voting until after it holds 
the workshop, and planning board members could ask questions at 
that time.

Board revisits GCO
Lloyd also briefed the board on a study for a Gateway Corridor Over-

lay district (GCO). Board chair Tish Hatem proposed the concept to 
the board during its July meeting.

At that time, the board appointed a review committee to do further 
study on the issue. Lloyd noted the committee had another brain-
storming session on September 6. 

“The committee brought examples of structures that they thought 
well-represented the design of Southport and the spirit of Southport,” 
Lloyd said. “They thought these structures would be good examples 
for future commercial development in our corridor and would be har-
monious with the surrounding area.”

The committee also began creating a list of elements that should be 
present in GCO design standards, such as setbacks, primary building 
façade materials, siding materials, color, transparency, access require-
ments, parking and loading requirements, landscape requirements, 
and screen and signage.

At this point, the committee has just examined the options available 
and has not decided on any standards. Lloyd said he was directed to 
research other issues prior to the review committee’s next meeting.

Other business
In other business Thursday, the planning board:
n Heard from a review committee about a zoning reclassification for 

a property located on the corner of North Caswell Avenue and West 
14th Street. The request, submitted by Cameron Smith, was to rezone 
the property from Business District (BD) to Multi-Family (MF). 

During the review process, Lloyd noted that West 14th Street and a 
portion of North Caswell Avenue is actually a parcel and is not pub-
licly deeded as a right-of-way. The committee realized that this could 
potentially cause access issues for the property—and neighborhoods 
nearby. Building inspector Wayne Strickland recommended that the 
committee wait for the issue to be resolved before recommending the 
zoning change to aldermen. The committee agreed that it would give 
a favorable recommendation on the zoning once the issue is resolved. 
The applicant is currently investigating the issue and will update city 
staff.

n Assigned a review committee to look over a conditional use per-
mit for an accessory dwelling. The applicant is looking to add water, 
sewer and electrical service to the workshop. It will be used as an area 

for overflow guests when family visits, but its primary purpose is as 
a workshop. Committee members are Green, Hatem and planning 
board member Rich Bandera.

n Assigned a review committee to look over modifications to a 
planned building group application for Southport Crossing. Slight 
modifications are necessary due to market changes, the widening of 
N.C. 211 and water and sewer provision being transferred to the coun-
ty. Review committee members are Green, Hatem and Bandera.

n Assigned a review committee to look over the Cape Fear Region-
al Bicycle Plan, a document developed by the Cape Fear Council of 
Governments. The plan covers Brunswick, Columbus, New Hanover 
and Pender counties, as well as parts of Bladen, Sampson and Onslow 
counties. Multiple regional planning organizations and municipalities 
helped develop the plan. The planning board assigned a review com-
mittee, consisting of Green, Hatem and Bandera, to look at the plan 
and make a recommendation to the planning board about adoption. 
That recommendation will then be forwarded to the board of alder-
men. 

As a 
courtesy 

to our loyal 
subscribers, 
we mail out 

postcards 
alerting you 
that it’s time 

to renew.

Check your mailbox or contact  Jan at 910-457-4568, ext. 127  
to inquire about the status of your subscription.

http://stateportpilot.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1A&uuid=8463e961-8d32-582e-81c5-5b63f9f79f81


12A – The State Port Pilot, Southport, NC, Wednesday, September 27, 2017
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Staff Writer

The Brunswick County Opioid Addiction Task 
Force met last week to discuss final details before 
presenting its strategic action plan to the Brunswick 
County Board of Commissioners.

Brunswick County Senior Resident Superior 
Court Judge Ola Lewis is founder and chair of 
the task force. She noted that engaging the board 
of commissioners was one of the most important 
aspects of the plan to get their support for educa-
tion, prevention, rescue and recovery, housing and 
school initiatives.

The task force is scheduled to make its presen-
tation to commissioners on Monday, October 16. 
Lewis encouraged all task members to attend. 

“We need that room overflowing,” she said.
During the presentation, the committee plans to 

frame the issues in Brunswick County and ask for 
support. 

Lewis said they plan to recommend the county 
provide additional support for: creating a full-time 
physician or a prevention manager; provide addi-
tional dollar resources; establish therapeutic sup-
port for families supporting loved ones who are in 
recovery—something that is producing better re-
covery outcomes in communities across the coun-
try; sponsoring and organizing several countywide 
forums to engage the community; continue regular 
take-back-day events and produce a county-en-
dorsed public service announcement to continue to 
raise awareness and encourage prevention activi-
ties throughout the community.

Honorary task force co-chair Don Flattery briefly 
went through the plan once more before hearing 
from representatives with various community or-
ganizations about upcoming events.  Those include:

n Hope for Recovery, September 30
On Saturday, September 30, the community is 

invited to come together and offer support to those 
suffering from substance abuse and remember 
those who have lost their battle with addiction at 
“Hope for Recovery.”

The event is scheduled for 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. at 
Palms Health & Wellness, located on the former 
Brunswick Community Hospital property at 1 Med-
ical Center Drive, Supply. It includes live music and 
food, and attendees will hear personal testimonies 
and connect with resource providers. 

For more information, e-mail kimberly@
palmshealthandwellness.com. 

n Opioid Summit for Faith-Based and 
Community Leaders, October 28

The event is free and open to the public. The lead 

presenter will be the Rev. Janice Ford, a pastor who 
specializes in teaching churches how to be effective 
members of the community of recovery and the use 
of spiritual recovery with conventional treatment. 

Ford will be joined by local treatment providers 
and resource people; there will be resource infor-
mation tables. 

The summit starts at 8:30 a.m. with registration 
and ends at 4 p.m. Lunch will be provided at no cost 
to participants.

Pre-registration is required. Include the name of 
the church and names of all confirmed participants. 
Register by e-mailing opioidsummit@gmail.com 
by October 15. 

The event will be held at The Brunswick Center at 
Leland, 121 Town Hall Drive.

Continued from page 1A
cause of accidental death,” he said. 

Last year in Brunswick County, 34 people died from an accidental 
drug overdose. Across North Carolina, drug overdose deaths average 
four a day.

Stein said that opioids “come, grab ahold of you and leave a wake of 
death and misery.” He said it’s time to turn the tide.

Stein’s approach to enforcement is threefold: focusing on the areas 
of prevention, treatment and recovery and enforcement. 

“Prevention’s about turning off the spigot so that fewer people be-
come addicted—so that we’re not creating a whole new stream of peo-
ple with addiction,” he said. 

Stein said he wants to see more physicians held accountable for the 
number of opioid drugs they prescribe and see more drop-boxes for 
citizens to dispose of their unused medications.

“But it can’t be our only focus, because there are hundreds of thou-
sands of people with substance abuse disorder and tens of thousands 
with an opioid addiction,” Stein said.

Currently, only about one of ten of those with addiction receive 
treatment. That’s why Stein is advocating for improved access to 
healthcare.

“Would we accept a healthcare system in which 90-percent of people 
with heart disease don’t get treatment?” he asked. “Yet that’s precisely 
the situation when it comes to the illness of substance abuse disorder.”

He pointed out that treatment works, and called the lack of resourc-
es to meet the need “tragic.”

He also said he wants to see those who put the synthetic heroin in 
the hands of others punished for the death and misery they inflict. 

Stein hopes to work with law enforcement to reduce the number of 
overdose deaths. He credited multiple agencies across the state for 

starting innovative programs, such as the Law Enforcement Assisted 
Diversion (L.E.A.D.) program and the Homeless Outreach and Proac-
tive Enforcement (HOPE) program in other areas of the state.

He also noted that he fought hard for the Strengthen Opioid Misuse 
Prevention (STOP)Act that Gov. Roy Cooper signed in June. He also 
advocated alongside law enforcement officers and legislators for the 
passage of the Synthetic Opioid Control Act, which was signed into 
law in July.

The law cracks down on the people Stein calls “garage chemists” and 
makes all synthetic opioid drugs illegal. 

“There was a particular fentnayl derivative that was responsible for 
77 deaths across North Carolina last year,” Stein said. “But it was not 
illegal under our controlled substances act.”

He noted that now, the law exists to hold those who create and ped-
dle the toxic mixtures accountable.

Stein also addressed drug companies and their enormous profits. 
He is currently working with a bipartisan group of 21 attorneys gen-
eral to investigate the role drug manufacturers and distributors have 
played in the current crisis.

Stein praised the work of Brunswick County Senior Resident Supe-
rior Court Judge Ola Lewis, Sheriff John Ingram and the members of 
the opioid task force for their work to address these issues and develop 
a strategic plan. He pointed out that while Brunswick County is one 
of the counties that has suffered most from the opioid epidemic, the 
solution will take time.

“We can’t lead ourselves into thinking that in 2017 we’re going to 
solve it—or in 2018 we’re going to solve it,” he said. “It is going to take 
time, hard work and collaboration. And when we do those things, we 
will help address this issue. We will save lives.”

Stein then told the stories of Chase and Ashley, who had both moved 
beyond addiction and were now living productive lives.

He added that even with the current crisis, the people across the 
state who are in recovery outnumber the ones with addiction. 

“We just need to apply ourselves to it, and you all on the front lines 
here in Brunswick County responding to this crisis, you’re working 
hard to create more Ethans, more Chases and more Ashleys,” he said. 

He concluded by saying that at the state level, they can pass legisla-
tion and appropriate funds to address the issue.

“I believe the real innovation, the real creativity, the real solutions 
will happen here at the local level,” he said. “I look forward to seeing 
what you all accomplish, and putting my shoulder to the wheel with 
you in the coming years as we deal with this challenge.”

Opioid: Attorney General Stein addresses issues related to drug epidemic

Judge Ola Lewis, who 
founded the task force, en-
couraged all members to at-
tend the presentation to the 
commissioners at 6 p.m. on 
Monday, October 16.North Carolina Attorney General Josh Stein addressed a crowded room last Wednesday at 101 Stone Chimney Place in Supply.

(Photos by Renee Spencer)

‘Would we accept a healthcare sys-
tem in which 90-percent of people 
with heart disease don’t get treat-
ment? Yet that’s precisely the situa-
tion when it comes to the illness of 
substance abuse disorder.’
Josh Stein
N.C. Attorney General

Task force to seek support from county commissioners

City asks for comments on proposed tree protections  

Presentation to board on Monday, October 16
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By Renee Spencer
Staff Writer

Land developers and Southport citizens will have the opportunity to 
weigh-in next month on proposed tree protections drafted by the city’s 
forestry committee.

During its meeting last Thursday, the Southport Planning Board 
heard from its review committee about the proposed ordinance 
changes. City planner Thomas Lloyd presented the review commit-
tee’s report. 

“Currently, we do not have a tree preservation ordinance in the 
UDO,” Lloyd said. “There are some protections in the (city’s) code of 
ordinances, but this would be added to the UDO to streamline it. It 
would be its own article.”

Lloyd said the committee does want to see some clarity in the ordi-
nance definitions. He noted committee members particularly asked 
the forestry committee to clarify what conditions posed a “hardship,” 
clarify the canopy coverage standard of 40-percent, and also state 
what constituted a “qualified application.”

“A lot of this is semantics and some things to be cleared up in terms 
of the ordinance and the definitions,” Lloyd said. 

The review committee sent its feedback to the forestry committee, 
and Lloyd noted that issues already have been addressed. 

“Another good thing that the (review) committee pointed out is that 
it is a best practice for tree preservation ordinances to have public 
comment where you invite stakeholders, such as contractors, builders 
and everyday residents, to come and get educated on how it would 
affect them,” he said. 

That public comment period has been scheduled for the next plan-
ning board meeting on Thursday, October 19. The format will be a 
workshop so that the public can weigh-in.

“City staff will be contacting all the contractors and builders that we 
know,” Lloyd said. “We do have a list for that, and we will also be doing 
a public notice in the paper for it.”

Planning board member Daphne Green asked if the planning board 
would be voting on the ordinance.  “Because I’ve got some questions,” 
she said. “Is this a good time?”

Lloyd told her that the board would not be voting until after it holds 
the workshop, and planning board members could ask questions at 
that time.

Board revisits GCO
Lloyd also briefed the board on a study for a Gateway Corridor Over-

lay district (GCO). Board chair Tish Hatem proposed the concept to 
the board during its July meeting.

At that time, the board appointed a review committee to do further 
study on the issue. Lloyd noted the committee had another brain-
storming session on September 6. 

“The committee brought examples of structures that they thought 
well-represented the design of Southport and the spirit of Southport,” 
Lloyd said. “They thought these structures would be good examples 
for future commercial development in our corridor and would be har-
monious with the surrounding area.”

The committee also began creating a list of elements that should be 
present in GCO design standards, such as setbacks, primary building 
façade materials, siding materials, color, transparency, access require-
ments, parking and loading requirements, landscape requirements, 
and screen and signage.

At this point, the committee has just examined the options available 
and has not decided on any standards. Lloyd said he was directed to 
research other issues prior to the review committee’s next meeting.

Other business
In other business Thursday, the planning board:
n Heard from a review committee about a zoning reclassification for 

a property located on the corner of North Caswell Avenue and West 
14th Street. The request, submitted by Cameron Smith, was to rezone 
the property from Business District (BD) to Multi-Family (MF). 

During the review process, Lloyd noted that West 14th Street and a 
portion of North Caswell Avenue is actually a parcel and is not pub-
licly deeded as a right-of-way. The committee realized that this could 
potentially cause access issues for the property—and neighborhoods 
nearby. Building inspector Wayne Strickland recommended that the 
committee wait for the issue to be resolved before recommending the 
zoning change to aldermen. The committee agreed that it would give 
a favorable recommendation on the zoning once the issue is resolved. 
The applicant is currently investigating the issue and will update city 
staff.

n Assigned a review committee to look over a conditional use per-
mit for an accessory dwelling. The applicant is looking to add water, 
sewer and electrical service to the workshop. It will be used as an area 

for overflow guests when family visits, but its primary purpose is as 
a workshop. Committee members are Green, Hatem and planning 
board member Rich Bandera.

n Assigned a review committee to look over modifications to a 
planned building group application for Southport Crossing. Slight 
modifications are necessary due to market changes, the widening of 
N.C. 211 and water and sewer provision being transferred to the coun-
ty. Review committee members are Green, Hatem and Bandera.

n Assigned a review committee to look over the Cape Fear Region-
al Bicycle Plan, a document developed by the Cape Fear Council of 
Governments. The plan covers Brunswick, Columbus, New Hanover 
and Pender counties, as well as parts of Bladen, Sampson and Onslow 
counties. Multiple regional planning organizations and municipalities 
helped develop the plan. The planning board assigned a review com-
mittee, consisting of Green, Hatem and Bandera, to look at the plan 
and make a recommendation to the planning board about adoption. 
That recommendation will then be forwarded to the board of alder-
men. 
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